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Sunni 41

Shi´a 1

Christian 2

Profane 2

Cemeteries 1

Total 47

The Da‘esh destruction of Mosul

Five waves of the destruction: 

1. July 2014: 11 monuments
2. September 2014: 4 monuments
3. the turn of 2014-2015: 3 
monuments
4. February 2015: 3 monuments
5. March 2015: 4 monuments





Liberation of the old city: 
‚collateral damages‘

Al-Maydan quarter, 3 August 2017

orange hatched – destroyed monuments, white hatched – totally levelled neighbourhoods



Aerial image taken by Luftwaffe, 1942, 
source: NARA Washington, D:C.

Monuments of Mosul in Danger

The project´s goals:

1. Documentation of damages – extent, progress, circumstances
2. Rationales – intepretation of motives; ideological background
3. Ex post analysis and interpretation of neglected structures
4. Preparation of data for future reconstruction
5. Documentation enhancement - acquisition of new field data

1. Documentation of damages – extent, progress, circumstances



Information structure
of the project



GIS Project



Mosque al-Khidr

Mosque and tomb of Nabi Jirjis



Documentation of damages:  
sequence of events

Šaykh al-Šatt Mosque,
late 12th century

Interior, 1980 7 April 2017

7 July 2017 12 July 2017

18 July 2017 8 August 2017

February 2018



Interactive map and list of destroyed sites at the project‘s website: 
http://monumentsofmosul.com

http://monumentsofmosul.com/


Vectorized plan and 
3D model of old city 
(in preparation)





2. Intepretation of motives; ideological background 3. Ex post analysis and interpretation of neglected structures

Mosque al-Mujahidi (Al-Khidr)

Mashhad of Imam Bahir

Mosque and tomb of Nabi Jirjis



3D reconstruction models of monuments

- basic limitation: number and quality of planimetric and visual data – every photograph makes a difference! 
- two categories: 
1. more simple models for exhibition purposes
2. more accurate models for analysis and restoration

Minaret al-Hadba: creation of 3D model



Mashhad Imam Awn al-Din, an accurate model (L. Pospíšilová and K. Nováček, work in progress)



Advantages of the models:

• possibility of distant processing, without necessity to have up-to-date

data from the ground

• easy assessment of the volumes and spatial features of buildings

• iterativity – gradual improvement and refining by additional data input

• unique possibilities for public presentation and open access


